ood of

irgilining

| 3

' Should the Organic Act be rewritten?

Christina lllarmo
For Pacific Daily News

Some Guam residents are concerned that the Organic
Act s out of date, according to an informal survey taken by
the Pacific Daily News.

The act became law 50 years ago today, giving Guam res-
idents a civil government and granting Chamorros U.S. cit-
izenship.

Many residents said the congressional legislation should
be updated.

“I think it should be rewritten to fit our times today in the
21st century,” said Yigo resident Doriann Santos, a teacher
at Guam High School. “It should fit the way we live today,
not in the *50s.” _

Suzie Peredo, a real-estate agent from Barrigada, said
the Organic Act should be revamped.

“I feel the Organic Act should be rewritten because there
are many flaws,” Peredo said. “What was implemented 50
years ago worked for the island then, but not for today.”

Some Guam residents said that along with a revised Or-
ganic Act, the island needs a constitution.

“Guarn should have its own constitution and be an inte-
gral part of the U.S..” said Navy Cmdr. Mike Dodge of
Santa Rita. “Right now, the Organic Act is one way. Con-
gress enacted it and Congress can repeal it. We need a say
in our destiny.”

Amy Martin of Yigo also said Guam should have its own

| “I think so. They

| should take a look at
that. It's been 50

! years.”

Joseph Alcaivo
Yigo

“Not actually rewrit-
ten, but updated, to
meet the needs of
Guam's current so-
ciety.”
Tony Yatar
Barrigada

constitution.

“I think Guam is ready for a constitution,” she said.

“Guam has changed quite a bit.”

“Yes, it needs to
adapt to the new
changes the island
is facing.”

Ron Espina
Dededo

“Yes. | think Guam
is ready for a con-
stitution. Guam has
changed quite a
bit.”
Amy Martin
y Yigo

Some said the Organic Act needs no changes.
“I'don’t know much about it, but so far, it’s been good,”
said Nelie Dizon of Mangilao. “So why fix jt?”




LocaL

Act of defiance led to citizenship

Guam Congress walkout woke world to Chamorros’ plight

Ed Crisostomo/Pacific Daily News

Witness: Former Speaker Carlos Taitano talks about the origins
of the Organic Act while at the Hilton yesterday. He was the only
Chamorro present at the signing of the act, he said.

By Victoria Leon Guerrero
For Pacific Daily News

More than 50 years ago, Carlos
Taitano knew the “aristocratic” gov-
emument on Guam had to come to an
end.

Taitano, who was then a member
of the Guam Congress, engineered
and helped to publicize the Guam
Congress Revolt of March 5, 1949.
The revolt, a walkout by members
of the congress’s lower house, be-
came a turning point in Guam’s au-
tonomy, and eventually led to the
government the island has today.

The walkout helped to push for-
ward the signing of Guam’s Organic
Act on Aug. 1, 1950.

Taitano and other island leaders
will be honored at a 50th Anniver-
sary Commemoration Ceremony
Aug. 1 at the University of Guam
field house. Organizers said the
commemoration festivities are a cel-
ebration of the island’s progress
since President Harry S. Truman
signed the Organic Act, giving the
people of Guam U.S. citizenship
and beginning a half-century of civ-
il rule.

Fifty years ago, the Chamorro
people had absolutely no control
over the island, Taitano said, and
now they can elect their own gov-
€mor.

For more than 300 years, Guam
was controlled by martial law. Mil-
itary leaders from Spain, Japan and
the United States dictated the gov-
ernance of the island.

The United States gained con-
trol of Guam in 1898 and ruled the
island until 1941, when the Japan-
ese Imperial Army took over for
more than two years during World
War I1.

A The Orgamc Actis a form of
consfitution drafted by the Unit-
ed States Congress. Guam's Or-
ganic Act was signed into law
Aug. 1, 1950 by President Har-
ry S. Truman. The act gave the
people of Guom U.S. citizen-
ship and a bill of rights and
aws, and created Guam's civ-
il government.

The U.S. regained coutrol in
1944,

“It was an autocracy within
American democracy,” Taitano said.
Although Guam was a
territory of the United
States, Taitano said,
it did not receive the
same privileges as oth-
er territories.

The Chamorro

people had no say
in the government /f
of their island. !
cars late

There was a y
Guam Congress,

Taitano said, but it acted only

as an advisory council to the naval
govemor, who made the island’s
laws.

Some of the laws included a ban
on whistling, because it disturbed
the governor’s wife, and a limit on
ringing church bells at certain times,
because they bothered military per-
sonnel.

Also, the Chamorros were only
educated up to the ninth grade.

“They were poorly educated,
poorly trained and not U.S. citi-
zens,” Taitano said.

Taitano, who left the island to
further his education in Hawaii, re-
alized the poor treatment his people
were receiving and wanted to make
a difference. When he returned to
Guam, he was elected into the
Guam Congress and began his’
movement for freedom.

He said he recognized that in or-
der for the island to take a stand, its,
people had to gain international at-
tention.

On March 5, 1949, Taitano and
other members of the congress’s
lower house took that stand, and be-
gan the end of a half-century strug-
gle for U.S. citizenship.

Taitano told members of the As-
sociated Press and United Press In-
ternational of the walkout and, with-

in 24 hours, news of

the revolt spread like
wildfire.
*The whole naiion

was aroused,” Tai-
tano said. “They
compared the Guam
revolt to the Boston
Tea Party.”
At the time, a
cold war be-
tween the United States
and the Soviet Union was develop-
ing and the strike became a diplo-
matic embarrassment for America,
Taitano said.

Six months later, Truman re-
placed Guam’s naval govemor with
a civilian governor, and the U.S.
Congress began drafting the Organic
Act. -

“Although the Organic Act was
an imperfect document, self-respect
and dignity were given back to the
people of Guam,” Taitano said. “Af-
ter 50 years of nothing, it was some-
thing.”

Island census nearmg completion, officials say

By Dionesis Tamondong
Pacific Daily News

The island population is just
about counted.

Census officials are wrapping up
their difficult task of roaming the
streets, counting heads and gather-
ing information from households.

“We are about 90 percent done
with the total workload,” said
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Roland Villaverde, assistant man-
ager of field operations. “Operations
have been going smoothly.”

Local census officials said they
are not allowed to release any in-
formation from their findings until
next year, after it is reviewed by
mainland census officials and the
federal government.

Villaverde said his staff is at the
final stages of its fact-finding mis-
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About a hundred enumerators are
still roaming the island tracking
down residents who have not com-
pleted their census forms.

Inside the census headquarters in
Tamuning, staffers are processing
loads of data to be sent in August to
the national processing center in In-
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The only problem his staff has
encountered, Villaverde said, is
adapting to new machines used to
process the information. In general,
local residents have been coopera-
tive with visiting enumerators,
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Organic Act symp

Former leaders,
schoolchildren
discuss impact
of document

By Theresa Merto
Pacific Daily News

Elyse Bais thinks a lot about the
right to vote — something she'll be
able to do in a mere 11 years.

The 7-year-oid was one of the
winners of the “Organic Act, Pride
in Our Progress™ essay contest. Yes-
terday. she read her winning entry in
front of dozens of people who gath-
ered at a conference on the Organ-
ic Act.

“The people of Guam have come
a long way because of the Organic
Act of Guam. Today, I see signs on
the roadsides asking us to vote for
Our OWn govemor, congressman,
and senators,” Bais said in her essay.
“We have a choice on who should
win and that’s good, because I like
some of them.”

The conference was held at the
Unjversity Of Guam’s College of
Arts and Sciences lecture hall. Guest
speakers discussed the Organic Act
and how it came to be.

“We wanted to hold a serious,
academic symposium on the sub-
ject. This gives the people a chance
to reflect on history,” said Tyrone
Taitano, executive director of the
Organic Act Task Force. “The con-
ference was part of a series of events
leading to commemorating and cel-
ebrating 50 years of progress on is-
land.”

The conference was hosted by
the Organic Act Task Force and the
University of Guam. Several digni-
taries, on island to take part in the
commemoration of the act, were
guest speakers at the conference.

Former Speaker Carlos Taitano
told of a walkout by members of
Guam Congress’ lower house,
which helped push forward the sign-
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R. D. Golding/For Pacific Daily News

Academic conference: Former Guam Gov. Carlton Skinner receives a round of applause dur-

ing his speech at a conference yesterday on the Organic Act. The
College of Arts and Sciences leciure hall at the University of Guam.

of Guam.”

ing of the Organic Act Aug. 1, 1950.

Also at the presentation was for-
mer Gov. Bill Daniels, invited to
speak by master of ceremonies Ron
McNinch, a professor at the uni-
versity. Daniels gave his recollec-
tions of life on Guam.

“It is a very sentimental journey
to come back to Guam,” Daniels
said. I love Guam, and I love the
people.” :

Tanisha Ann Franquez, who
graduated from George Washing-
ton High School this year, won the
essay contest for the secondary lev-

“The people of Guam have come a
long way because of the Organic Act

Elyse Bais

essay winner

el.

“This is the first essay contest I
have ever won; I have entered
many,” Franquez said with a smile.
She said that she touched on sever-
al topics in her essay, including U.S.
citizenship and the right to vote.

“Although Guamanians do not
vote for the President of the United
States of America, they have the
chance to make an effort and dif-
ference to choose leaders that will
lead the island into a prosperous and
determined new era,” Franquez said
in her essay. “This opportunity gives

symposium was held in the

The Organic Act of Guam
was drafted by the United
States Congress and signed
info law Aug. 1, 1950, by
Presiderit Harry S. Truman.
The act gave the people of
Gudm U.S. citizenship and o
bill of rights and laws, and
created a civil government.

the people of the island a more pres-
tigious outlook on their jsland,
knowing that their signature has
made a difference in the future of the
island.”

Franquez said she was honored to
be a part of the conference.

“It is a pleasure to be in this lec-
ture hall and meet all these people
who have made a difference,” Fran-
quez said.

1950s prices, displays, music at field house

By Theresa Merto
Pacific Daily News

Guam will blast to the past to-
day.

In celebration of the 50th an-
niversary of the Organic Act of
Guam, a 1950s party will be held at
3:30 p.m. today at the University of
Guam field house.

The Organic Act of Guam was
drafted by the United States Con-
gress, and signed into law Aug. 1,
1950. It sets the framework for laws
and government on Guam.

At the celebration, there will be
hot dogs for 10 cents and soda for
S cents, said Tyrone Taitano, exec-
utive director, Organic Act Task
Force.

He said the task force was able
to use 1950s prices because of
business donations. All the pro-
ceeds of the celebration will go to
the Alee Shelter for abused chil-

A A 50s-style party will be
held today at 3:30 p.m. at
the University of Guam field
house. There will be 1950s
prices for food, including hot
dogs for 10 cerits and soda
for 5 cents.

dren, Taitano said.

In addition to food booths, there
will be a variety of displays at the
event.

“There will be a display of vin-
tage cars and old juke boxes,” said
Taitano. “There will also be a dis-
play by the Guam Museum, such
as documents and pictures bearing
on the last 50 years.”

A commemorative ceremony will
be held 6:30 p.m at the same loca-

A A commemoration cere

i mony will-follow at 6:30 pm
at the field house. Admission
is free.

director, Organic Act Task Force.

tion.

“There will be speeches by the
govemnor and the former governors,
lots of music, dancing and a video
presentation,” Taitano said.

Taitano added that there also will
be a big musical finale.

“It is open to the public and ad-
mission is free,” Taitano said. “Tt
will be good for the whole family.”

James Bermudes, 21, of Mal-
ojloj, and Robert Castaneda, 18,

S0 years latel

of Santa Rita volunteered their
time to prepare for today’s fes-
tivities.

“We’ve been basically cleaning
up the field'house, so it is all good
to go for the celebration,” Bermudes
said.

He said he was laoking forward
to meeting the former govermnors and
being able to buy a hot dog for 10
cents.

“I'm glad I volunteered my time
for this historic event,” Bermudes
said. “It’s going to be a lot of fun.”




